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as early as the I7th century, the first definite
step towards compulsory school attendance was
taken by Prussia in 1717, when Frederick
William I. ordered all parents to send their chil-
dren to school where schools existed, Prussia's
concern for education became even greater after
her defeat by Napoleon in 1806, Stein and
Humboldt immediately set to work to reorganise
the educational system with the aim of building up
national unity. During the first 40 years of the
igth century, new universities were founded,
several training institutions for teachers were esta-
blished and the Leaving Examination of the
Gymnasium, or high school, was reformed. In
1834, great impetus was given to secondary edu-
cation by making it compulsory for candidates for
the learned professions as well as for the civil
service to pass the Leaving Examination of a
Gymnasium, Still more rapid strides "were made
in education after the attainment of national unity
and the foundation of the Empire in 1871- With
the advance of industrialism, the material and
economic needs of the country led to a remark-
able development of vocational and technical edu-
cation and helped to secure for the new types of
high schools for science and modern languages
the same privileges as those which had for nearly
three centuries been enjoyed by the classical
Gymnasium. At the same time, the universities
did much to promote scholarship and scientific re-
search. As a consequence of the attention which
Prussia, and, in her wake, the other German